
4
5 THOSE PRESENT WERE:
6 GLENN R. ROYAL
7 ROBERT LLORENTE
8 MIKE GIANGROSS()
9 GARY JOHNSON

10 DON HOLBROOK
11 THOM KOLUPSKI
12 LAURA DAVIS
13 KELLY TEMPLfN
14 GAYLE COOK
15 STEVEN L. WEATHEREI)
16 MICHELE L. GLASER

Mayor Royal called the meeting to order at
Texas Pledges of Allegiance.

MAYOR
c’OU1JCIL PLACE NO. I
COUNCIL PLACE NO. 2
COLINCIL PLACE NO. 3
COUNCIL PLACE NO. 4
COUNCIL PLACE NO. 5
MAYOR PRO TEM & COUNCIL PLACE NO. 6
CITY MANAGER
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY ATTORNEY
CITY SECRETARY

7:00 p.m. and led the audience in the United States and

21 1.0 INTERVIEW CANDIDATES FOR VARiOUS BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
22
23 1.1 Interview candidate for the Ethics Review Commission. (Council)
24
25 Mayor Royal introduced Barbara Clemmons as an applicant.
26
27 2.0 PRESENTATIONS
28
29 2.1 Presentation of the City of Seabrook Audit for FY 201 1/2012. (Auditors/Lab)
30

36
37

Stephanie Harris, Auditor for Belt Harris Pechacek presented a brief synopsis of the annual
audit stating that the company issued a clean, unqualified opinion, which is the highest
recommendation a city can receive. Mr. Templin announced that the savings realized from
the recent refinancing of the city’s bond debt was $670,000. Ms. Harris stated that this
savings will be reflected in the 2013 audit.

2.2 Presentation of the UH-Clear Lake Liberty Bell Project presented by Dion Mclnnis and
Dr. Jim Benson. (Johnson)

Representatives made the presentation stating that the purchase and installation of a full-scale
replica of the Liberty Bell from the original casting foundry will be the first step in

43 developing a civics education project.
44
45
46
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1 The City Council of the City of Seabrook met in regular session on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 at 7:00
2 p.m. in Seabrook City Hall, 1700 First Street, Seabrook, Texas to discuss, consider and if appropriate,
3 take action on the items listed below.

18
19
20

31
32
33
34
35

38
39
40
41
42
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47 2.3 Presentation of the Open Space & Trails quarterly report. (Committee member)
48
49 Chairman Helen Burton gave the quarterly report of the committee’s recent activities
50 including: 1) Application for a grant to extend the trails system; 2) Planting of donated trees
51 from TXU and Sally Antrobus; 3) Conduct of a work day at Carothers; 4) Assistance in
52 staffing the open houses at Carothers; 5) Assistance to the Girl Scouts in labeling the plants at
53 Robinson Park; 6) Development of the Natural Playground at Pine Gully Park, including
54 soliciting $13,000 in donations; and 7) Planning an open house at the Natural Playground to
55 be held on April 7. Mrs. Burton thanked the public works staff for its assistance. Council
56 members complimented members of committee and staff for their hard work.
57
58 3.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
59
60 There were no objections to Mayor Royal’s recommendation that applicants for hotel tax
61 funding be permitted to speak during Agenda Item 6.2.
62
63 Robbie Sabin of the Lucky Trail Marathon presented a plaque to Council for its support of the
64 event.
65
66 Julie Laverelil, Society oCSt. Stephen, told about the group’s mission to provide emergency
67 assistance and a food pantry to residents in the 77586 zip code.

69 3.1 Mayor, City Council and/or members of the city staff may make announcements about
70 city/community events. (Council)
71
72 Council members announced several upcoming events.
73
74 4.0 BID AWARDS
75
76 4.1 Recommendation to accept proposal from Insituform Technologies Inc. in the amount of
77 $113,820.10 to rehabilitate the 8-inch sanitary sewer mains on Kilideer Dr. and North
78 Heron Dr. through the BuyBoard. This is a budgeted item. (Chairez)
79
80 Motion was made by Councilor 1-lolbrook and seconded by Councilor (liangrosso

82 To approve the proposal as presented.
83
84 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
85
86 5.0 CONSENT AGENDA
87
88 5.1 Accept the Audit Report for FY 2011/2012. (Lab)
89
90 5.2 Approve an excused absence for Councilor Robert Llorente for the March 5, 2013
91 Council meeting. (Glaser)
92
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93 5.3 Approve minutes of the March 5, 2013 regular City Council meeting. (Glaser)
94
95 5.4 Approve Community Development Report for February 2013. (Landis)
96
97 5.5 Approve Public Safety Report for February 2013. (Holomon)
98
99 Motion was made by Councilor Liorente and seconded by Councilor Johnson

100
101 To approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
102
103 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANiMOUS CONSENT.
104
105 END OF CONSENT AGENDA
106
107 6.0 NEW BUSINESS
108 6.1 Consider appointment to the Ethics Review Commission. (Council)
109
110 Motion was made by Councilor Holbrook and seconded by Councilor Davis
111
112 To appoint Barbara Clemmons as an alternate member of the Ethics Review Commission.
113 (Note: Term will expire October 31, 2014.)
114
115 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
116
117 6.2 Review and consider the allocation of HOT (hotel tax) funds for Seabrook events.
118 (Dearman)
119
120 LeaAnn Dearman, Director of Communications explained that a committee had been formed
121 to review the applications and make recommendations for funding with input from Seabrook
122 hotel and Bed and Breakfast owners.
123
124 Mayor Royal recused himself for a portion of this item and left the table. Mayor Pro Tern
125 Davis conducted this portion of the meeting.
126
127 YACHTY GRAS
128
129 Ms. Dearman slated that the organizers have requested an increase in funding from $2,500 to
130 $10,000; however the committee recommended that funding remain at $2,500.
131
132 Motion was made by Councilor holbrook and seconded by Councilor Giangrosso
133
134 To approve funding in the amount of $2,500 for Yachty Gras as recommended by staff
135
136 Ayes: [)avis, (iiangrosso, Iloibrook, Johnson, Kolupski. Llorente.
137 Recused and not voting: Royal.
138
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139 MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE.

141 SALTWATER DERBY
142
143 Ms. Dearmari stated that the committee recommended that funding of the Saltwater Derby
144 remain at $5,000 if the event is expanded to two days in time for the 2014 event and if a
145 committee is formed to organize the event instead of staff. Councilor Giangrosso
146 recommended that marketing he increased to target out of town attendees who will be more
147 likely to stay in Seabrook hotels.
148
149 Motion was made by Councilor Holbrook and seconded by Councilor Llorente
150
151 To approve $5,000 for the Saltwater Derby with the conditions that a committee is formed to
152 organize the event and that the event is increased to Iwo days in the future with the
153 committee and plan to be approved by the city before funding is released. This approval is
154 provisional and may be reassessed during the budget process.
155
156 Councilor Kolupski stated that he is concerned about the city using hotel tax funds when the
157 event has failed to increase overnight hotel stays.
158
159 Motion was made by Councilor Holbrook and seconded by Councilor Llorente
160
161 ‘l’o amend the original motion by reducing the funding to $2,500.
162
163 Mayor Pro Tern Davis stated that she did not agree with requiring changes to the event while
164 reducing the funding. Councilor Davis and Mr. Templin explained that this event originated
165 as a city event as it was handled by the Special Events Committee. After Council dissolved
166 the committee, volunteers and city staff have tried to continue the event.
167
168 Ayes: Kolupski.
169 Nays: I)avis, Giangrosso, Iloibrook, Johnson, Liorente.
170 Recused and not voting: Royal.
171
172 THE AMENDMENT FAILS.
173
174 Mayor Pro ‘Fern I)avis called for a vote on the original motion.
175
176 Ayes: Davis, Giangrosso, Holbrook, Johnson, Liorente.
177 Nays: Kolupski.
178 Recused and not voting: Royal.
179

ORIGINAL MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE.
181
182
183 At this time, Mayor Royal returned to the Council table and resumed his position of chair.
184
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185 LUCKY TRAILS MARATHON
186
187 Ms. Dearman stated that the committee had recommended that the funding increase from
188 $15,000 to $25,000, with the recommendations that the event is expanded to three days,
189 children’s events are added. that the organizers reach out to more Seabrook hotels fcr
190 additional lodging options and that advertising be increased to include radio and TV. The
191 committee also asked that next year’s application include a marketing report, a complete
192 budget report and samples of all marketing materials.
193
194 Motion was made by Councilor Giangrosso and seconded by Councilor I)avis
195
196 To increase funding to the Lucky Trail Marathon to $25,000.
197
198 Event Organizers, Robbie Sabban and John Loch stated that they did not think expanding the
199 event to include Friday would be effective as it is a working day. In addition, they stated that
200 it would not be advisable to increase attendance until the trails were expanded. Currently the
201 event attendance is capped at 1,400 as additional attendees create overcrowding on the trails
202 which would lead to dissatisfied runners. Mr. Sabin stated that with the increased funds, he
203 could increase marketing as requested by the Committee.
204
205 Councilor Davis asked the city attorney if hotel tax funds could he used to expand the trails.
206 Mr. Weathered stated that he would have to do research to provide an answer. Mr. Templin
207 stated that it would be difficult to extend the trails across Red Bluff Road without TxDOT and
208 Harris County assistance.
209
210 Mrs. Glaser clarified with Council that the motion did not include the recommendation of
211 expanding the event by days or by number of attendees.
212
213 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
214
215 KEELS AND WHEELS
216
217 Ms. Dearman stated that the committee had recommended that the funding remain at $50,000
218 with the recommendations that the applicant include a marketing report, budget report,
219 samples of all marketing materials with the next application and collaborate and communicate
220 with all Seabrook hoteliers. Organizer Bob Fuller stated that many attendees will arrive from
221 out of state and from foreign countries.
222
223 Motion was made by Councilor Kolupski and seconded by Councilor Holbrook
224
225 To approve funding of $50,000 with the committee’s recommendations.
226
227 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
228
229
230
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231 TEXAS OUTLAW CHALLENGE
232
233 Ms. Dearman stated that the organizer requested an increase in funding from $7,500 to
234 $30,000; however the committee recommended a decrease in funding to $5,000. Other
235 committee comments were that as the event is for profit, no mention was made as to whether
236 any of the excess funds went to charity. The committee also noted that marketing is limited to
237 local advertising. The committee has requested complete budget and marketing reports,
238 information about other sponsors and more information about hotel stays during the event.
239
240 Councilor Johnson disagreed with the current funding amount, stating that Council had
241 increased funding to $12,500 for 20 12/13. Ms. Dearman stated that the applicant had reported
242 funding of $7,500 for 2012/13.
243
244 Mr. Robinson stated that he had submitted a report after last year’s event giving much of the
245 information requested. He gave the following information about the event. The Outlaw
246 Challenge is the fourth largest event of this type in the United States. Profits in the amount
247 of $5,000 were given to charities last year. Approximately 200 boats will participate this year,
248 with approximately 80 percent of those boats coming from out of town. This event includes
249 and encourages family participation.
250
251 Councilor Giangrosso stated that he did not receive information from the hotels that overnight
252 stays had increased due to the event. Mr. Robinson stated that metrics on hotel stays were
253 difficult to collect. Councilor Kolupski stated that he had received verbal reports from
254 hoteliers that the hotels were full for the event. Mayor Royal and Councilor Johnson agreed.
255 Councilor Kolupski also stated that with the exception of JFesl, no other applicant provided
256 information about hotel stays.
257
258 In answer to a question from Councilor Davis, Mr. Robinson stated that in addition to the
259 Cities of Seabrook and Kemah, major support is provided by boating manufacturers.
260 Councilor Davis also restated the committee’s concerns that the event is for profit, that the
261 event is not very family friendly and that the event does not portray a positive image of
262 Seabrook. Councilor Giangrosso stated that the city’s hotels are full with vacationers,
263 weddings, reunions and for other events as the race takes place in the summer. Councilor
264 Johnson stated that Seabrook is a boating community and this event is appropriate for
265 Seabrook.
266
267 In answer to a question from Mayor Royal, Mr. Weathered stated that he was not aware of
268 any problem in using hotel tax funds for profit events.
269
270 Motion was made by Councilor Johnson and seconded by Councilor Kolupski
271
272 To approve funding in the same amount as last year for $12,500 and request that improved
273 hotel metric information be provided with next year’s application.
274
275 Councilor Davis asked if the amount of last year’s funding could be verified. As it could not
276 be verified at the meeting, Councilors Johnson and Kolupski amended the motion as follows:
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277 Motion was made by Councilor Johnson and seconded by Councilor Kolupski
278
279 To approve funding for $12,500 and request that improved hotel metric information shall be
280 provided with next year’s application.
281
282 Ayes: Royal, Holbrook, Johnson, Kolupski, Llorente.
283 Nays: Davis, Giangrosso.
284
285 AMENDMENT CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE.
286
287 Mayor Royal then called for a vote on the original motion as amended.
288
289 Ayes: Royal, Holbrook, Johnson, Kolupski, Llorente.
290 Nays: Davis, Giarigrosso.
291
292 MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE.
293
294 SEABROOK FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS
295
296 Ms. Dearman reported that the Committee had recommended that funding remain at last
297 year’s level of $15,000. The committee also asked that next year’s application include a
298 marketing report, a complete budget report, samples of all marketing materials and direct
299 communication and collaboration with Seabrook hoteliers.
300
301 Motion was made by Councilor Giangrosso and seconded by Councilor Davis
302
303 To approve funding in the amount of$ 15,000 as recomnended by the committee.
304
305 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
306
307 J-FEST SOUTHWEST
308
309 Ms. Dearmari stated that the organizers had requested $12,000 in funding as in the past;
310 however, the committee had recommended funding this event in the amount of $15,000. She
311 stated that this application was outstanding and included all inlbrrnation requested with the
312 exception of the submission of a complete budget. (A marketing budget had been submitted.)
313 It is recommended that a complete budget report of all expenditures he included with next
314 year’s application.
315
316 Motion was made by Councilor Kolupski and seconded by Councilor Holbrook
317
318 To approve funding of $15,000 as recommended by the committee.
319
320 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
321
322
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323 CHRiSTMAS BOAT PARADE
324
325 Ms. I)earman stated that applicants had requested $2,000 - $5,000 in funding. The committee
326 recommended that funding remain at last year’s level of $2,000.
327
328 Motion was made by Councilor Johnson and seconded by Councilor Liorente
329
330 To approve funding in the amount of $2,000.00 as recommended by staff.
331
332 Both Mayor Royal and Councilor I)avis stated that there was no communication between the
333 applicant and the city as to what the Seabrook’s duties and obligations would he as a sponsor,
334 including the city’s responsibility to purchase an award. Mayor Royal stated that he did not
335 appreciate receiving a plaque from the City of League City in appreciation of Seabrook’s
336 contribution to the event as Seabrook gave funding to the Chamber of’ Commerce and not to
337 the City of League City. Councilor Davis stated that she did not see any advertising with the
338 City of Seabrook’s name. Ms. Dearman also stated that she did not receive adequate
339 information.
340
341 Councilor Holbrook stated that he did not think this event promoted overnight hotel stays.
342 Mr. Templin noted that the Seabrook hotels requested that funding remain the same or he
343 increased.
344
345 Ayes: Royal, Davis, Giangrosso, Johnson, Kolupski, Llorente.
346 Nays: Holbrook.
347
348 MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE.
349
350 6.3 Consider the contractual rules for Carothers Gardens as it pertains to music. (Royal)
351
352 Motion was made by Councilor Giangrosso and seconded by Councilor Holbrook
353
354 To discuss this item.
355
356 Mayor Royal stated that he placed this item on the agenda because of the concerns of nearby
357 residents. lie stated that a nearby citizen had recommended that windows and doors remain
358 closed while music is played. He also asked that renters be informed that they should be
359 considerate of the surrounding residential area.
360
361 Motion was made by Councilor Giangrosso and seconded by Councilor Holbrook
362
363 That the windows and doors (except for ingress/egress) shall remain closed when music is
364 played and that the renter be asked to be considerate of the surrounding residential area.
365
366 Mr. Templin stated that Ms. Rollins stresses these points to every renter. He also reminded
367 Council that several events were scheduled under the old agreement that did not require that
368 music must be played inside the building.
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369 MOTION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
370
371 7.0 ROUTINE BUSINESS
372
373 7.1 Consider approval of the Action Items Checklist which is attached and made a part of
374 this agenda. (Council)
375
376 Councilor holbrook asked that the status of some items be amended.
377
378 Item # Status
379 2 Schedule a meeting of the Carothers Group.
380
381 5 Place on council agenda for consideration.
382
383 6 Place on council agenda for consideration.
384
385 9 First Ad I-Toe meeting already held.
386
387 Mrs. (ilaser stated that Item 6 was scheduled for public hearing on 4/2; however, Item 5 was
388 delayed by staff pending a meeting with a landowner. Mr. Holbrook asked that this
389 explanation be listed under Status.
390
391 In addition, Mrs. Glaser stated that it was her understanding that she was to post notice of
392 these meetings. Mr. Weathered stated that it was not required as it was not an official city
393 board, but rather a meeting among three entities of which the city is a participant.
394
395 Motion was made by Councilor Holbrook and seconded by Councilor Kolupski
396
397 To approve the Action Items Checklist as amended.
398
399 MO’fION CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT.
400
401 7.2 Establish future meeting dates and agenda items; including establishing date(s) for goal
402 setting work session(s). (Council)
403
404 Council was reminded that a goal setting work session had been scheduled on April 30 at
405 Carothers. Council members agreed to meet at 6:00 p.m.
406
407 Items for the April 2 agenda include: 1) consider funding for UHCL Liberty Bell project
408 (Davis); and 2) Safety problems associated with drivers traveling south on SI-I 146 and
409 attempting to make a left hand turn without a traffic signal or turning lane (Johnson).
410
411 8.0 EXECUTIVE SESSION
412
413 No executive session was held.
414
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415 Upon motion, Mayor Royal adjourned the meeting at 9:54 p.m.
416
417 Approved this the 2nd day of April, 2013.
418

La Davis, Mayor Pro Tern

419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430

n\.
Michele Tullaser, TRMC
City Secretary

431


