




MORE PEOPLE VISITED PUBLIC GARDENS 

LAST YEAR THAN DISNEYLAND, 
DISNEYWORLD AND ALL NORTH 
AMERICAN AMUSEMENT PARKS 

COMBINED
Robert W. Benfield
New Directions in Garden Tourism



Exploring Carothers 
Coastal Gardens: A 
Waterfront Public Garden 
in Seabrook, Texas

Discovering history, design and 
community.



Agenda 
Overview

• History of Carothers 
Coastal Gardens

• Landscape Design and 
Garden Features

• Budget and Next Steps









Carothers 
Coastal 
Gardens TASK 
FORCE I



Carothers 
Coastal 
Gardens TASK 
FORCE II



Results of Task Force II

Established an outline for the development of the 
property.

Aimed at creating a dedicated public green space to 
showcase native coastal plants and support environmental 
education.

Established a Timeline and Budget

Using the TMLIRP insurance proceeds from the loss of the 
Carothers home, we set about to design a workable plan 
that we believed could be done for the roughly 300k 

Preparation of Drawings and Specifications

With input from the Carothers 501(c)3 non-profit, we were 
able to produce workable drawings, specifications and a 
realistic budget.



Landscape 
Design and 
Garden 
Features









Next Step… Water and Electrical





Essential Next Steps

Request from Parks and Trails Committee…..

Council to approve moving forward with Water 
and Irrigation infrastructure.

Council to approve moving forward with 
Electrical Infrastructure.

Council to approve hiring a Garden Consultant 
to begin planting design and plant list for Spring 
planting.







Date KTB Webinar Name P&T Member
6/5/2025 Making a Splash Nemo Jackson

7/10/2025 Planning Waterway Cleanup Debra Harper
8/10/2025 North Texas Cleanup John Coggeshall
9/4/2025 Pollinators & Honey Bees in TX John Coggeshall

10/2/2025 Ready, Set, Clean Fall Sweep John Coggeshall
10/2/2025 Confronted w/ Hard to Recycle Items John Coggeshall

10/22/2025
Feed the Pollinators: A Thriving Monarch Waystation 

and Backyard Habitat
Sally Antrobus

10/30/2025 Texas Arbor Day & Care of Native Trees John Coggeshall
10/30/2025 Volunteer Basics Nemo Jackson
10/30/2025 Volunteer Management Nemo Jackson

Keep Texas Beautiful Webinars
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